x8	THE AGE OF REASON
Dorothea^ at the end of the century, combines German senti-
ment, the German heart, with classical art—the deutsches Herz
with the antike Kunst.
What is the secret of its charm? The answer is that the
eighteenth century was the time when all the gains made by
civilization before the industrial age were at the disposal of
mankind. The perfect balance between man and nature,
between town and country, had been attained. Industrialism
had to come, but it would have come gradually, adapted to a
growing society, conformed to the needs of each succeeding
generation. What prevented a gradual rhythm in the process
of establishing the Age of Steam, what produced the over-rapid
development, the congestion of urban populations, the over-
production, the under-consumption, the ' disequilibrium/ to
use a modern expression? These things were all produced by
the world war which came in 1792, just as the diseguilibria
of the twentieth century have come from the World War of
1914. La guerre, voild fennmi.
That war was the enemy was the opinion of Swift and
Voltaire, the age's greatest satirists—men who by their wit
incline mankind towards their wisdom. Swift and Voltaire
both agreed in holding that more estimable than all the great
captains were the men who helped people to grow " two
blades of grass upon a spot of ground where only one grew
before," who assisted mankind to " cultivate its garden/'
Nobody can pretend that Swift and Voltaire meant only the
material garden.1
Ever since peoples became reflective about themselves and
their position in the world or in the universe they have tended
to believe themselves to be at the apex of civilization. The
peoples of Europe in the Middle Ages had not this kind of self-
consdousness. It was probably the fifteenth-century Renais-
sance that made them conscious of their capacity for progress,
intellectual, moral, material. Thereafter from generation to
generation wealth increased, and magnificent things were
1 See S^viffc, Travels to Brobdingnag, Chapter VII; Voltaire, Candida,

